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DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
A Quality Council 
 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the held on Monday 2nd March 2015 at 7.30pm in the 
Committee Room, the Old School House, Main Road, Danbury 
 
Present:  Cllr Mrs A Chapman (Chairman), Cllr A Allen (Vice Chairman),  
Cllr Berlyn (ex officio), , Cllr Mrs Jacobs, Cllr Mrs B Hallett, Cllr J Thomson,  
Cllr M Wood (ex officio) 
 
In attendance:  Mrs H Mayes, Assistant Clerk 
 
80  Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Mrs A Gardiner as she was attending 
the Village Hall Committee Meeting as the Parish Council’s Representative.   
 
81  Declarations of Interest 
All Members were reminded that they must disclose any pecuniary or non-pecuniary 
interests they knew they had in items of business on the meeting’s agenda and that 
they must do so at this point on the agenda or as soon as they became aware of the 
interest.  They were also obliged to notify the Monitoring Officer of the interest within 28 
days of the meeting, if they had not previously notified her about it.   
 
No interests were declared.   
 
82  Public Questions 
There were no Members of the Public present.   
 
83  Minutes of the Environment Committee 
Cllr Mrs Chapman felt that clarification on which ends of Cherry Garden Lane were 
referred to in minute 69.2.  It was agreed that the terms eastern and western should be 
added to make this clear.   
RESOLVED:  subject to the changes noted above that the minutes of the meeting held 
on 26th January 2015 be approved and signed as a correct record.   
 
84  Footpaths  
84.1  Woodchip on Footpaths 
The Groundsman had put an additional layer of woodchip (now double thickness) on the 
trial area with the assistance of Reparation.  The Chairman had brought photos of the 
area showing that the woodchip had been worn down in the middle of the path through 
pedestrian use.  The photographs also showed an area further along which had not 
been in the trial which was wet and muddy.  It was generally felt that the surface of the 
footpaths should not be substantially changed to provide a more robust footway.  It was 
acknowledged that without the woodchip the condition would likely to have been worse.  
Residents should be prepared to wear suitable footwear when using the paths due to 
their rural nature.   
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It was generally felt that although the trial had been relatively successful, the continued 
long term use of woodchip was not practical as it would need to be topped up on a 
regular basis and the Groundsman would not have the time or resources to maintain 
this commitment.  The Committee was reminded that the paths were not the 
responsibility of the Parish Council and were within Essex County Council’s remit.  Cllr 
Wood proposed that the area was monitored over the next six months and this issue 
was revisited again at the Environment Committee Meeting in September.  This was 
seconded by Cllr Allen and unanimously agreed.   
RESOLVED:  that the area was monitored over the next six months and this issue was 
revisited again at the Environment Committee Meeting in September.   
84.2  Footpath Officer Report 
A new Footpath Officer was still required.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
84.3  Parish Paths Partnership 2015/16 
Members did not wish to submit any proposals.  The Assistant Clerk would ask if the P3 
scheme covered works other than cutting.   
RESOLVED:  that Members did not wish to submit any proposals to the P3 Scheme at 
the present time and that further information about possible works was obtained.   
 
85  Bus Transportation  
85.1  Transport Partnership Meeting 
The next transport meeting was scheduled for 10th March in Maldon and would be 
attended by Cllr Thomson.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
85.2  ECC Getting Around in Essex 
ECC had launched a consultation on improving the county’s bus and passenger 
transport network.  The consultation closed on 31st March 2015.  The Parish Council 
had publicised this consultation.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
85.3  Report from Dengie Hundred Bus Users Group 
Caroline Lambert had attended the above meeting and her report was circulated.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
86  Highway Matters 
86.1  Reduction of Speed Limit to 30mph on Woodhill Road (from Well Lane to 
boundary with Sandon) 
Cllr Mrs Chapman had contacted initial complainant.  He had not yet spoken with the 
Police to get a list of incidents.  He felt that the Parish Council may be able to obtain this 
information more easily but he was happy to assist with a petition if one was required.  
He had provided an article from the Essex Chronicle 2010 regarding the need for a 
speed limit change.  There had been 2 incidents in 2010 where vehicles had come off of 
Woodhill Road.  Members felt that it was unlikely that the speed limit could be reduced 
to 30mph and that 40mph would be more realistic.  Signage could be improved to show 
that there was a dangerous right angled bend.     
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The Assistant Clerk was requested to contact the Essex Police Casualty Reduction 
Team and advise that the Parish Council had received complaints from residents 
concerned about the speed at this location.  The Casualty Reduction Team may be able 
to provide comments on the suitability of the current speed limit, records of 
accidents/incidents (KSI in area).  
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk contacts the Essex Police Casualty Reduction 
Team to obtain advice and data about incidents at this location.   
 
86.2  Yellow Lines at Butts Lane/Little Baddow Road 
This request had been previously sent for this area in July 2014 and declined by the 
SEPP due to lack of funds.  Double yellow lines could only be implemented by them if 
the Parish Council funded them.  The Parish Council could not fund them.  It was felt 
that it would be worth leaving this item until the Medical Centre moves to new premises 
on Maldon Road and reassess the impact on the traffic.  It was hoped that the traffic 
would then be reduced and the area would become safer.   
RESOLVED:  that the Parish Council does not fund yellow lines in Butts Lane/Little 
Baddow Road and that this item is held until the new medical centre is operational.     
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86.3  Highways matters (reported items) 
The items below had been reported and updates requested.  Members were asked to note for the meeting if any of these jobs had been 
completed.  Where a P3/ P4 defect had been raised, the issue in question did not meet the criteria for immediate repair and repairs 
would be undertaken in line with the on-going works programme.  
 
Location Issue Reported 

to 
Date first 
reported 

Reference 
No 

Outcome 

Footway at 
junction of 
Maldon Road and 
Hyde Lane 

Surface around post box 
becomes muddy/slippery when 
wet.  Level is not sufficient for 
drainage.  Drains appear 
blocked.   

ECC   2235103 
2247252 - 
drains 

2/3/15 still muddy – ring and chase.  1/12/14 still bad 
condition (JT) 24/11/14 no update 8/9/14 rang for update 
still remains low priority defect. 04/12/13 JT reported 
area has been cleaned but still an issue.22/10/13 drains 
now cleared and P3 low priority defect raised for 
dropped kerb to be raised to prevent pooling.  4/9/13 JT 
reported drains were still blocked. 10/7/13 inspected and 
assessed. 4/7/13 Blocked drains reported 09/05/13 area 
has been inspected and assessed.   

Well Lane Overhanging vegetation 
obscuring sightlines 

ECC 01/10/2013 2265542 2/3/15 concern that when leaves appear sightlines would 
be obscured again.   11/02/15 Advised by Country Park 
that Well Lane/Woodhill Road verges and trees were cut 
back by ECC.  Country Park will also monitor 
boundaries.  Essex Outdoors had cut back their 
boundaries and will monitor.  26/1/15 AC advised worse 
area was on the Essex Outdoors side of the road on the 
bend opposite Mynard Way.  1/12/14 still not done. 
08/09/14 to be undertaken during scheduled works by 
Highways Rangers/Parks Team as could not be carried 
out by Parish Cleansing team. This has also been 
requested for work during CCC's Parish Cleansing Day 
on 07/08/14.  Does not meet ECC criteria for immediate 
action. 27/01/14 defect has been raised, no date for 
works. 10/10/13 inspected and assessed.  reported by 
resident.  
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Location Issue Reported 
to 

Date first 
reported 

Reference 
No 

Outcome 

Runsell Green Street light not working ECC 06/09/2013 no ref 
given on 
web as 
20076141 

09/02/15 listed on ECC website as known problem. 
26/1/15 Street light has been damaged in accident and 
needs replacing.  Report again.  9/5/14 chased with 
street lighting.  reported by AC 

Landisdale Uneven footpath outside 7,8 & 
9 

ECC 15/01/2014 2289623 27/1/15 still low priority.  21/11/14 No updates. 9/5/14 
does not meet criteria. Low priority defect raised.  
29/04/14 & 21/01/14 inspected and assessed.  

Mill Lane 
(between junc 
with Hyde 
Lane/Southend 
Rd) 

Numerous potholes ECC 07/02/2014  
09/12/14 

2299629  
2373722 

2/3/15 Work reported as completed.  16-19 Feb 15 - 
road closed for road works - ECC showing repairs 
completed.  26/1/15 CJ reported that potholes at top of 
Mill Lane now fixed.  Still many to be done at other end 
(have been marked).  18/12/14 does not meet criteria 
and will be monitored.  Reported by resident 9/5/14 low 
priority defect raised - will be monitored during routine 
checks. 26/02/14 inspected and assessed.  12/02/14 site 
visit to be completed 

St Cleres Way Concrete posts are leaning 
over causing a hazard 

ECC 23/05/2014 2330013 10/2/15 Owner has been contacted in regard to removal 
of posts.  26/06/14 ECC to contact owner to request 
removal. 23/05/14 to be visited and assessed.   

Tyndales Lane Flooding due to blocked gullies ECC 21/08/2014 2352218 15/2/15 has been inspected again.  08/10/14 still 
investigating. 21/8/14 being investigated 

Beaumont 
Park/Well Lane 

Overhanging tree branches ECC 09/09/2014 2355805 17/2/15 being investigated. 20/1/15 still to be 
investigated.  8/10/14 being investigated.  reported by 
resident 

Main Road Road in poor condition from 
Eves Corner to boundary with 
Sandon 

ECC 19/09/2014 2358001 28/1/15 Cllr Spence advised money earmarked for road 
works to A414 through Danbury.  01/12/14 does not 
meet criteria - will be monitored.  22/09/14 ECC aware of 
potholes and investigating.   reported by SB 

Footpath 1   Fingerpost missing ECC 09/12/2014 2373828 9/12/14 to be inspected.  reported at Env Com 

76 Maldon Road Hedge cuttings on ECC verge ECC 09/12/2014 2373830 9/1/15 reported as completed.  reported at Env Com 
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Location Issue Reported 
to 

Date first 
reported 

Reference 
No 

Outcome 

Moors Bridge 
Lane 

Waymark missing/down at 
entrance to Lingwood 
Common 

ECC 26/01/2015 2383932 6/2/15 to be inspected.  Reported at Env Com 

Elm Green Lane Builders rubble piled up 
outside Driftwood 

ECC 16/02/2015 2385617 17/2/15 to be inspected.  reported by resident 

Riffhams Lane Water running along Riffhams 
Lane from junction with Main 
Rd causing ice patches in cold 
weather 

ECC 20/02/2015 2386668 Work was carried out at Riffhams Lane during the 
previous weekend.  Remove from list.  23/2/15 to be 
inspected.  reported at Farmers Market 

Horne Row Road/Footpath in poor 
condition.  Erosion of road due 
to flooding. Numerous 
potholes 

ECC 20/02/2015 2386662 20/2/15 to be investigated.  Reported by resident.   

RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
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87  Chelmsford Local Highways Panel (LHP) 
The next meeting was due to be held on 29th January 2015.  The minutes were not 
yet available but had been requested.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
88  Local Highways Panel Requests 
The current position of the scheme requests were listed below.   
 
88.1  Schemes for consideration by the Committee 
88.1.1  Footway between Overshot Bridge and Poplar Farm, Bicknacre Road.   
A resident had requested that this item be submitted to the LHP as advised by ECC.  
Members discussed this application and noted a contradiction between ECC and the 
email from the resident.  The resident said that footway was tarmacked whereas 
Highways refered to it as an unmade track.  If the path was originally tarmacked then 
it would be ECC Highways responsibility to maintain, even if it was overgrown with 
grass.  It was difficult to tell from the photographs supplied.  The Assistant Clerk was 
requested to find out if the footway had been tarmacked originally and send this to 
Highways as a maintenance issue if this was the case.  Members did not wish to 
submit this request to the LHP until this point was clarified.   
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk contacts ECC to find out if the path was 
originally tarmacked and was ECC Highways responsibility to maintain.   
 
88.2  Schemes currently submitted to the LHP  
88.2.1  Footway Mayes Lane, Penny Royal Road, Woodhill Road:  No further 
updates.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
88.2.2  Parking Issues in Well Lane/The Heights:  The response from the Parking 
Partnership was circulated.  There were several issues that were raised from the 
response and the Assistant Clerk was asked to clarify these with SEPP.  It would 
also be raised again with the Highways Liaison Officer to see if any other solutions 
could be offered.  There was an on-going parking issue with vehicles parked outside 
the gym which obscured traffic sightlines.   
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk clarifies issues raised from the response from 
the SEPP and contacts the HLO to confirm if any other measures could be taken.   
88.2.3  Installation of railings outside 56 Main Road:  There were no further 
updates     
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
88.2.4  Parking Issues in Belvedere Close:  This scheme was undergoing scheme 
validation.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
88.2.5  Footway/Road West Belvedere:  This request had been submitted to the 
LHP and returned as it was likely to be deemed maintenance work and would be 
outside the remit of the LHP.  Therefore, the other requests relating to footway 
condition (Hopping Jacks Lane, Southview Road and Millfields) had not been 
submitted to the LHP as these were in the same category.  Cllr Spence had been 
notified of this response.  The Assistant Clerk was requested to report the 
outstanding issues to ECC for maintenance.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted and that the Assistant Clerk reports the 
condition of all the footways to ECC as maintenance issues.    
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88.3  Schemes currently being undertaken by the LHP 
88.3.1  St Johns School/Butts Lane Safety Issues:  Junction improvements (bell 
bollard).  An email was circulated explaining that new bollards had been ordered.  
The Assistant Clerk was requested to find out when the new bollards would be fitted.   
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk requests a date for the new bollards.    
 
89  Quarries 
89.1  St Clere’s Hall:  There was nothing to report.   
89.2  Royal Oak Quarry:  A complaint had been received from a resident regarding 
the condition of the road and passed to Danbury Aggregates who had arranged for 
the road to be swept.  The mud had been deposited by a tenant farmer.  Danbury 
Aggregates had confirmed that they would be appointing a road sweeper for daily 
attention and would keep the matter under review.    
89.3  Sandon Quarry:  There was nothing to report.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
90  Living Landscapes 
The minutes for the meeting of 16th January 2015 were circulated.  A further meeting 
was held on 20th February 2015.   Cllr Mrs Hallett updated the Committee.   
Work was on-going to contact landowners for permission to survey hedgerows.  
There had not been much progress on finding Danbury landowners and some 
suggestions were made of local farmers who might be able to help.  Specific 
hedgerows were to be surveyed which were noted on the plans.  The surveys could 
not be carried out unless permission had been received.  Work was continuing to 
publicise the scheme.  The presentation at the APM would be mainly on hedgerow 
surveys with the aim of getting volunteers to sign up for training.  Cllrs Mrs Jacobs 
and Mrs Hallett would be going to the training in April.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
91  Information Board at St Johns Church 
CCC had advised that the board will be done in the next financial year.  There were 
no further updates at present.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
92  Danbury Common 
No updates to report. 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
93  Project Danbury 
The notes from the meeting the Working Group were circulated.  Cllr Allen updated 
the group and advised that Butts Green Garden Centre were no longer able to assist 
with the project due to lack of resources.  Cube Garden Design would take the 
project forward and would carry out regular maintenance to the area outside the Old 
Pavilion.   Cllr Mrs Chapman confirmed that some ideas had been received from 
Cube which would be discussed at the next Project Danbury meeting on 16th March 
2015.  There was some discussion about delegating powers to the working group as 
a decision would need to be made quickly to enable planting to take place as soon 
as possible.  The next Environment Committee was not due to be held until June but 
there would be a full Parish Council meeting held at the end of March.  Cllr Berlyn 
proposed that delegated powers were given to Project Danbury to enable the group 
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to agree work and spend budget.  This was seconded by Cllr Mrs Jacobs and agreed 
unanimously.  The Assistant Clerk advised that this would need to be checked with 
the Clerk as she believed that the Working Group were not able to approve any 
spending.   
RESOLVED:  that delegated powers were given to Project Danbury to enable the 
group to agree work and spend budget, subject to approval from the Clerk.   
Subsequent to the meeting, the Clerk confirmed that a Working Group could 
not have delegated powers to spend the budget.  This could be done through 
either the Resources Committee or through the Clerk under her emergency 
powers.   
 
94   RCCE 2015 Essex Village of the Year & Best Kept Village of the Year 
Members discussed the benefits of entering the competition.  Cllr Mrs Jacobs felt 
that it tied in well with Project Danbury and might be something the group could work 
on.  Cllr Berlyn explained that if shortlisted the village would have to put together a 
presentation and that different parts of the community needed to be involved.  The 
deadline for entries was 10th April and after further discussion it was agreed that the 
Parish Council would not enter the competition this year but that this should be 
considered again in 2016.  The Assistant Clerk was requested to contact the RCCE 
and advise of this and also that the Committee felt that the time given to complete 
the form was too short.   
RESOLVED:  that the Parish Council would not enter the RCCE 2015 Essex Village 
of the Year & Best Kept Village of the Year Competition and that the Assistant Clerk 
would write to the RCCE to confirm the reasons why.   
 
95  Matters for Report (for information only, including any Climate Change 
updates) 
 
Cllr Wood advised that CCC gutter clearing had been carried out along Main Road 
that day which had resulted in a large queue of cars (approximately twenty seven).   
 
Cllr Berlyn read an email to the Committee from County Cllr Spence regarding the 
Maldon LDP and the Parish Councils recent letter.   
 
96  Dates of Meetings for 2015 
8th June, 14th September and 30th November 2015.   
 
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9pm.   

 

Cllr Mrs April Chapman  

Chairman 

 

 

 

………………………………..       …………………………… 
Signed          Date 


